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Venice Gondolier in traditional clothing.





Sardinia sunset.



Texas A&M Campus 
Remembered

Kyle Field
Regarded as one of the nation's most intimidating road venues, Texas A&M's Kyle Field has been the 

home of the Aggie football team since 1905. Kyle Field was named for Edwin Jackson Kyle, who served as 
Texas A&M's dean of agriculture and athletic council president. Kyle donated a 400-by-400 foot area of the 
southern edge of campus that had been assigned to him for horticultural experiments. The permanent seating 
on the east and west sides of Kyle Field were added in 1927 and the horseshoe was completed in 1929. The 
stadium was expanded in 1967 to include two decks of grandstands, and the third decks were added to the 
east and west sides in 1980. The Aggies played on grass through the 1960s, but A&M became one of the 
many schools that switched to artificial turf in the early 1970s. Grass returned to Kyle Field in 1996 and the 
Aggies currently play on grass. In April of 2012, it was announced that Texas A&M University and the 12th 
Man Foundation engaged Populous to lead the design study phase for the renovation and redevelopment of 
Kyle Field, recognized as the nation's top college football gameday experience and "Home of the 12th Man."
On May 1, 2013, the Texas A&M Board of Regents approved a $450 million renovation of the famed stadium, 
the first phase of which was completed prior to the start of the 2014 season and the second to be fully 
completed prior to the 2015 campaign. The redeveloped Kyle Field features an expanded seating capacity of 
~ 107,700, making it one of the five largest stadiums in collegiate football.





Former Colleague Of Boeing Starliner
Astronauts Discusses Flight Test Return Status
Texas A&M Vice President and Galveston Campus Chief Operating Officer Michael 
Fossum, a former astronaut, explains how Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore are 
spending their time on the International Space Station.

Texas A&M Vice President Col. Michael E. Fossum describes 

NASA astronauts Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore as former 
military combat pilots who know how to accept a mission —
“even the changes that come along the way.”

The two astronauts traveled to the International Space Station 
(ISS) in June aboard Boeing’s new Starliner spacecraft for what 
was meant to be a short test mission. More than two months 
after they were supposed to return to Earth, Williams and 
Wilmore are still on the ISS due to numerous technical issues 
and propulsion system malfunctions the Starliner experienced 
before it managed to dock at the space station.

NASA is expected to announce a decision soon on a return plan — possibly using SpaceX’s Crew Dragon capsule.
Fossum is a former astronaut who was part of the same 1998 NASA astronaut training class as Williams, and met 
Wilmore when he joined two years later. Watching the news unfold from Earth, Fossum said he’s concerned for 
his friends’ safety, but is confident NASA will find a solution to safely bring Williams and Wilmore home.

“They’re going to roll with the punches and see what happens,” Fossum said. “My thoughts are really with their 
families… but both Butch and Suni were military members. Their families are used to dealing with deployments 
and with NASA. Things happen, the crew is safe right now, and I trust NASA to do the right thing to get them 
home safely.”

Confident that the mission will be a success, Fossum said his friends are hopefully able to enjoy the extra time 
they’re getting to spend in space.

“I know them really well, and in a way, I think they were a little disappointed to fly in space with such a short 
amount of time,” Fossum said. “It’s a big deal to be the first people to crew a brand-new spacecraft. So they’re 
excited about that, and they both also have done long duration missions on the space station before. They’ve 
been up there for six months before, and they both loved it, so they were willing to go back.”

Life Aboard The International Space Station

Fossum was commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Air Force after earning a bachelor of science in mechanical 
engineering from Texas A&M in 1980. He joined the university after retiring from NASA’S Johnson Space Center 
in 2017, and currently holds the title of Texas A&M vice president, chief operating officer of the Galveston 
campus, and superintendent of the Texas A&M Maritime Academy.

As a veteran of three space flights who logged more than 194 days in space (including more than 48 hours in 
seven spacewalks) during his 19 years as an astronaut, Fossum is familiar with what Williams and Wilmore’s 
days are probably looking like aboard the ISS.

To  read the entire article click here.

https://today.tamu.edu/2024/08/21/former-colleague-of-boeing-starliner-astronauts-discusses-flight-test-return-status/


Pass It Back Day 
Step Up - To Pass It Back

Eight Texas A&M Schools To 
Become Colleges
The list includes seven academic units that previously held 
the “college” label, as well as the new College of 
Performance, Visualization and Fine Arts.

Texas A&M University is officially changing the names of eight 

academic units from “school” to “college,” following approval from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board earlier this year. The change, which goes into effect Aug. 15, was announced by Texas A&M Provost and 
Executive Vice President Dr. Alan Sams in an email to faculty. All seven units that transitioned to using the 
“school” label during the university’s academic realignment in 2022 will return to their prior status as colleges. 
In addition, the School of Performance, Visualization and Fine Arts — created during the same realignment —
will become the College of Performance, Visualization and Fine Arts.

To read more about these new colleges and to see the complete list of changes click here.

Pass It Back Day is The Association of Former Students 

annual day of giving. The Association’s ambitious goal is to  
raise gifts from 1,879 donors in 24 hours to show the power of 
the Aggie Network for the benefit of Texas A&M and Texas 
Aggies.

Why 9/10/24?
Utilizing a 24-hour period and tangible goal of gifts helps 
galvanize Aggies to pass it back to the next generation.

Where do the gifts go?
All funds raised will make a lasting impact through supporting academics and traditions, current and 
former students, enriching the entire Aggie experience.

As a donor, how can I get involved?
Buy back a missing year bar at a 50% discount!
Increase your Century Club level
Make a future year gift

Ask your family, friends and coworkers to consider giving on Pass It Back Day!
Spread the word on social media!

We will be sending additional information out soon on how you can donate on Pass It Back Day and how 
you can support the Italy A&M Club. More to follow as we get closer to September 10. To  read more 
about Pass It Back Day and how you can help click here.

https://tx.ag/pibdsma
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyRO7D7334HAVDqsO5caFK7i1FzV1o6w1FklB-CA5gI_z1wA/viewform?pli=1
https://www.aggienetwork.com/give/passitbackday/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/08/15/eight-texas-am-schools-to-become-colleges/


Rays of sunshine inside the Vatican.







https://thecatholictraveler.com/guides/rome/scavi-tour/tickets/
https://www.amazon.com/Fishermans-Tomb-Vaticans-Secret-Search/dp/1681921405
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The Enchanting 
Allure of 
Sardinia: A 
Journey 
Through Italy’s 
Hidden Gem

















Aggie Sports Update

Aggie Band Performing at Half Time  Block T Formation – Kyle Field

Bussey Named to Freshman of the Year 
Preseason Watch List
Regarded as one of the nation's top 
two-way recruits in the 2024 signing 
class, Bussey was rated a 5-star 
prospect and the country's No. 1 
athlete by multiple sources.
Click for more information
Athletics Announces Celebration of 50 
Years of Women's Athletics at Texas 
A&M
Texas A&M Athletics and Director of 
Athletics Trev Alberts announced the 
year-long celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of women's athletics in 
Aggieland.
Click for more information
Aggies Claim Record Eight Medals at 
Paris Olympics
Texas A&M Athletics claimed a school-
record eight medals at the 2024 Olympics, 
besting its previous record of seven set at 
the Tokyo Games.
Click for more information

TENNIS (W): No. 1 Stoiana Headlines Five Aggies in the ITA Top 100
CROSS COUNTRY: McRaven Named S. Central Region (W) Coach of the Year
VOLLEYBALL: Texas A&M Volleyball Slated for Four National Broadcasts
TENNIS (M): Aggie Pros Rinderknech, Krajicek, Withrow Ready for U.S. Open
SOCCER (W): Aggies Blank Fairfield, 3-0, on Fish Camp Night
FOOTBALL: Beginner's Luck: Bucky and the '87 Aggies
EQUESTRIAN: Pair of Aggies Earn AQHA 2024 Emerging Leader Award

https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/25/mens-tennis-aggie-pros-rinderknech-krajicek-withrow-ready-for-us-open
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/24/soccer-aggies-blank-fairfield-3-0-on-fish-camp-night
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/26/football-beginners-luck-bucky-and-the-87-aggies
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/21/equestrian-pair-of-aggies-earn-aqha-2024-emerging-leader-award
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/28/football-bussey-named-to-shaun-alexander-freshman-of-the-year-preseason-watch-list
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/21/athletics-announces-celebration-of-50-years-of-womens-athletics-at-texas-am
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/13/mens-swimming-and-diving-aggies-claim-record-eight-medals-at-paris-olympics
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/28/womens-tennis-no-1-stoiana-headlines-five-aggies-in-the-ita-top-100
https://12thman.com/news/2023/11/21/cross-country-mcraven-named-south-central-region-womens-coach-of-the-year
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/15/texas-am-volleyball-slated-for-four-national-broadcasts
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/25/mens-tennis-aggie-pros-rinderknech-krajicek-withrow-ready-for-us-open
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/24/soccer-aggies-blank-fairfield-3-0-on-fish-camp-night
https://12thman.com/watch/search?Archive=13916&type=Archive
https://12thman.com/news/2024/8/21/equestrian-pair-of-aggies-earn-aqha-2024-emerging-leader-award








Aggie Barn – Reagan Texas



Texas Alamo

Cowboy enjoying a Texas sunset

https://astroturf.com/astroturf-the-story-behind-the-product-that-revolutionized-sports-surfaces/
https://texashighways.com/travel-news/fifty-years-of-cadillac-ranch/
https://www.nps.gov/saan/planyourvisit/espada.htm
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/galveston-tx


Project
Date

• BREAKING NEWS

UPDATE – The Association of Former Students has 
finished helping us with our website! Here’s the link

www.italyags.aggienetwork.com
We have down loaded each of our e-newsletters  
along with other content. I can’t thank them enough 
for the help. In the future we will be adding a 
Facebook page to accompany our Instagram postings. 
These mediums will allow us to post news articles, 
our monthly newsletters, Instagram postings and 
other social media. So everyone is aware our 
newsletter reaches out to OVER 1,400 readers each 
month. Thank you all for your contributions to it’s 
success.

• Italy A&M Club Scholarship 

The club is exploring the possibility of establishing a 
scholarship program. The scholarship would be 
available to club members who live in Italy but are 
attending Texas A&M, their family members who are 
attending Texas A&M or possibly students who are 
studying abroad from Texas A&M in Italy (semester 
abroad program). 

We are considering hosting a silent auction to help 
raise funds for the scholarship. If you are interested in 
donating to the auction or in the establishment of the 
scholarship please reach out to me directly.

The Italy A&M CLUB 
NEEDS YOUR 

ASSISTANCE

• News – Extra, Extra Read All About it!

Please feel free to share any photos, news articles, 
announcements, births, graduations, Silver Taps, career 
changes or any other news you would like to share with 
the club. We will find ways to include them in the regular 
updates.

• Logo

We are looking to create our clubs logo and we need 
your help. We need to generate a few ideas for our logo. 
If you have any ideas or thoughts please let me know.

• Recipes

Feel free to submit your favorite recipe(s) to be include 
with the monthly/periodic updates. We would love to 
share them with the group.

• Feedback

Please provide feedback on this format, the content and 
any ideas you may have on ways we can generate 
additional engagement. Please encourage other people 
to join the club and to follow us on Instagram.

Contact Information:
Email: rprice.ireland@gmail.com
Club email: italyags@aggienetwork.com
Cell: +1(713) 962-5775
WhatsApp: +1(713) 962-5775
Instagram: italy_am_club
Webpage: www.italyags.aggienetwork.com

The Italy A&M Club Needs 
Your Help!

http://www.italyags.aggienetwork.com/
mailto:rprice.ireland@gmail.com
mailto:italyags@aggienetwork.com
http://www.italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/


A view of the wonderful Pink Beach in Costa Smeralda, Sardinia, Italy.

https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/
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