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Ciao a tuti! & Howdy Ags!
WWelcome to the May edition of our e-magazine! As we embrace 

the beauty of springtime, we have a diverse array of articles and
features for your reading experience.

In this edition, we're thrilled to bring you the latest news that the Swiss Guard is Hiring, 
offering insights into this esteemed opportunity and what it means for prospective offering insights into this esteemed opportunity and what it means for prospective 
candidates. Additionally, we shed light on the meaningful initiative of Stumble Stones in Italy 
and Europe, commemorating the lives lost during challenging times in history.

For our culinary enthusiasts, don't miss our recipe of the month, featuring the beloved 
Italian classic, Cacio e Pepe and a wonderful bread dip we call Italian Butter. Prepare to 
tantalize your taste buds with these simple yet delectable flavors of this timeless dishes.

Ever pondered the distinctions between gelato and ice cream? Our feature article delves 
into this age-old debate, unraveling the unique qualities that differentiate these frozen 
treats. Furthermore, embark on a virtual journey with us to the enchanting region of Puglia. 
From its stunning coastlines to its rich cultural heritage, Puglia offers a treasure trove of 
experiences waiting to be explored.

In addition to these captivating topics, we're excited to present the 2024 Italy Muster In addition to these captivating topics, we're excited to present the 2024 Italy Muster 
Review. Plus, don't miss out on details about The Association of Former Students European 
Road Trip, promising unforgettable adventures and camaraderie. Get to know former. 
Governor and Secretary of Energy, Rick Perry ‘72 in our Ask An Italy Ag segment

Additionally, we have a Campus and Aggie Sports Update and a few 
other Texas Tidbits along the way.

We hope you enjoy the format and if you have any questions letWe hope you enjoy the format and if you have any questions let
us know. Take a moment to give us feedback on our periodic updates
and be sure to download the material. Over time the issues will roll off
and not be available for review.

Thanks, Ciao and Gig’em!

Ryan ’91Ryan ’91





Texas A&M Campus Texas A&M Campus 
Remembered

Halbouty Building
The Halbouty Building (1931) (originally the Geology-Petroleum EngineeringThe Halbouty Building (1931) (originally the Geology-Petroleum Engineering

Building) was designed by architect S.C.P. Vosper in an eclectic and highly ornamental
style. The original four-story building is in the shape of a “t” and, until 1972, had a
high central tower over the main entrance concealing a large water tank used to
maintain pressure in the campus heating system. The south entrance feature castings
of seashells, pebble mosaics, and recessed doors with iron grillwork. A heroic panelof seashells, pebble mosaics, and recessed doors with iron grillwork. A heroic panel
over the side entrance symbolizes petroleum exploration. The building was named for
Michel T. Halbouty ’30, a distinguished alumnus, Houston geologist and oilman.





The Strength Of The Aggie Ring
The symbolism of the Texas A&M tradition dates back to the 1880s. Today, it's the 
largest ring program in the country.

Decades of stories tell of Texas Aggies greeting each other on sight, all over the world, no matter if they are 

wearing business attire or a uniform or tourist gear.

This is possible because of the extraordinary strength of the Aggie Ring. The Aggie Ring Program, with roots This is possible because of the extraordinary strength of the Aggie Ring. The Aggie Ring Program, with roots 
going back to 1889 and operated by The Association of Former Students since 1969, is the largest college ring 
program in the country, unique in its scope, history and enthusiastic adoption.

Each year, over 15,000 Texas A&M students complete the requirements and order their Aggie Rings – the purchase 
rate is 94% among undergraduates who qualify. Traditionally, they wear their Aggie Rings throughout their lives, 
carrying the most visible symbol of the Aggie Network out across the globe. Though college rings began at West 
Point and remain strong with military academies, Texas A&M’s Aggie Ring survived the transition from military-only 

QS World University Rankings 

Point and remain strong with military academies, Texas A&M’s Aggie Ring survived the transition from military-only 
to a large public university population.

How does the Aggie Ring thrive, even as ring programs at other schools work to catch up?

To answer this question and to read more about the strength of the Aggie ring click here.

QS World University Rankings 
Place Texas A&M Programs In 
Top 10Top 10
When compared to universities around the world, two A&M
programs rank in the Top 10 with an additional eight in the
Top 30.

Texas A&M University offers some of the world’s best programs, according to the latest QS World University 

Rankings, which examined 1,500 institutions around the globe. QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) is a higher education insights Rankings, which examined 1,500 institutions around the globe. QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) is a higher education insights 
provider based in London. According to QS, the results of their rankings draw on the analysis of 17.5 million academic 
papers and the expert opinions of over 240,000 academic faculty and employers. The group measures institutions in nine 
areas: academic and employer reputation, faculty-student ratio, citations per faculty, international student and faculty 
ratio, international research network, employment outcomes and sustainability.

To read the complete article and learn more about TAMU’s ranking click  here.

https://www.aggienetwork.com/traditionsthroughtime/strengthaggiering/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/04/16/qs-world-university-rankings-place-texas-am-programs-in-top-10/


.

Four Aggies Participated in the Historic all-
female Jump of the 173rd US Airborne 
Brigade in Italy.

In an unprecedented feat celebrating female courage and determination, more than 100 female paratroopers from 

six battalions of the US Army's 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, stationed between Germany and Italy, gathered at 

Brigade in Italy
2 Lt. Simi Head ‘23 (Italy A&M Club member) and three other Aggies were 
included in the jump

six battalions of the US Army's 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, stationed between Germany and Italy, gathered at 
the Aviano Air Base in Italy to participate in the first all-female airborne operation.

The event was part of the Women's History Month celebrated in the United States, bearing witness to the commitment 
of women in positions of high responsibility, emphasizing how their contribution is also essential for US national security 
and for NATO countries, through the support and promotion of the skills and competences acquired in a field, the 
military, which only opened up to women in the USA in the last century, and which only 30 years ago guaranteed them 
equal rights and duties compared to their male colleagues.

Aggies include in the jump were 2LT Simi Head ‘23, 2LT Katie Humphreys ‘23, 2LT Virginia Condry ‘23, and CPT Emily P. 
Yoder ‘19 (pictured below). 

To read  the full article and learn more about this historic jump click here.

**A special  thanks to these women and the other troops for their service and for participating in this achievement. 
WHOOP!WHOOP!

https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2024-03-15/female-paratrooper-airborne-operation-13317049.html










































Puglia: A Puglia: A 
Journey 

Through Italy's Through Italy's 
Enchanting Enchanting 

Southern Gem
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Situated in the heel of Italy's boot lies the enchanting region of Puglia, a land where the Adriatic and Ionian 

puglia
Situated in the heel of Italy's boot lies the enchanting region of Puglia, a land where the Adriatic and Ionian 

Seas embrace picturesque landscapes, ancient history, and delectable cuisine. From sun-kissed beaches to 
charming whitewashed villages, Puglia offers a captivating blend of old-world charm and Mediterranean allure 
that beckons travelers seeking an authentic Italian experience.

Cities to explore:

Bari: As the capital of Puglia, Bari is a bustling port city where the past meets the present. Lose yourself in the 
maze-like streets of the historic Old Town (Bari Vecchia), where you'll stumble upon the majestic Basilica di
San Nicola and the atmospheric Piazza del Ferrarese.

Lecce: Known as the "Florence of the South," Lecce boasts a wealth of Baroque architecture, including the 
ornate façades of the Basilica di Santa Croce and the intricate detail of the Piazza del Duomo. Wander through 
the winding alleys of the city center and marvel at the masterful craftsmanship of its buildings.the winding alleys of the city center and marvel at the masterful craftsmanship of its buildings.

Alberobello: Step into a fairytale world in Alberobello, where the iconic trulli houses with their conical roofs 
transport you back in time. Explore the UNESCO-listed Trulli District and immerse yourself in the unique charm 
of this enchanting village.

Ostuni: Crowned the "White City" for its whitewashed buildings that gleam under the Mediterranean sun, 
Ostuni is a vision of beauty. Lose yourself in its labyrinthine streets, adorned with vibrant flowers and Ostuni is a vision of beauty. Lose yourself in its labyrinthine streets, adorned with vibrant flowers and 
picturesque squares, and be captivated by its timeless elegance.

Hidden Gems:

Relax on the Beaches: Puglia boasts some of Italy's most pristine beaches, with crystal-clear waters and 
golden sands. From the rugged coastline of the Gargano Peninsula to the idyllic shores of Salento, there's a 
beach for every traveler seeking sun, sea, and serenity. Getaway.beach for every traveler seeking sun, sea, and serenity. Getaway.

Tellaro fishing village at sunset



Explore Ancient Ruins: Delve into Puglia's rich history at sites such as the ancient 
town of Egnazia, where ruins dating back to the Messapian and Roman periods 
offer a glimpse into the region's past. Don't miss the awe-inspiring Castel del 
Monte, a UNESCO World Heritage site renowned for its unique octagonal design.

Indulge in Culinary Delights: Puglia's culinary scene is a feast for the senses, with a 
focus on fresh, locally sourced ingredients and traditional recipes passed down focus on fresh, locally sourced ingredients and traditional recipes passed down 
through generations. Sample mouthwatering dishes such as orecchiette pasta with 
cime di rapa (turnip greens), creamy burrata cheese drizzled with extra virgin olive 
oil, and succulent grilled seafood straight from the Adriatic Sea.

Wander Through Vineyards and Olive Groves: Puglia's fertile soil and favorable 
climate make it a veritable paradise for fruit and vegetable cultivation. From juicy 
tomatoes and crisp cucumbers to fragrant figs and sweet citrus fruits, Puglia'stomatoes and crisp cucumbers to fragrant figs and sweet citrus fruits, Puglia's
markets are brimming with an abundance of seasonal produce that delights the 
senses.

One of Puglia's most prized fruits is the olive, with the region boasting millions of 
olive trees that produce some of Italy's finest olive oil. Puglia's olive oil is renowned 
for its fruity flavor, peppery finish, and golden hue, making it a staple ingredient in 
the region's cuisine.the region's cuisine.

In addition to olives, Puglia is also famous for its almonds, with the town of Toritto
being particularly renowned for its sweet and crunchy almonds. Whether enjoyed 
on their own or incorporated into pastries and desserts, Puglia's almonds are a true 
delicacy that captures the essence of the region's culinary heritage.

Through out the region you will find some top wine producers. Cantine Due Through out the region you will find some top wine producers. Cantine Due 
Palme: Located in the heart of Salento, Cantine Due Palme is one of Puglia's largest 
and most renowned wineries. They produce a wide range of wines, including 
Primitivo, Negroamaro, and Salice Salentino, known for their depth of flavor and 
expression of the terroir.

Tormaresca: A winery owned by the Antinori family, Tormaresca combines Tormaresca: A winery owned by the Antinori family, Tormaresca combines 
traditional winemaking techniques with modern innovation to produce high-quality 
wines. Their vineyards, spread across Puglia, benefit from the region's diverse 
microclimates, resulting in wines that showcase the unique characteristics of each 
terroir.

Feudi di San Marzano: Situated in the heart of the Salento peninsula, Feudi di San 
Marzano is celebrated for its commitment to preserving Puglia's winemaking Marzano is celebrated for its commitment to preserving Puglia's winemaking 
heritage while embracing innovation. Their portfolio includes a variety of wines, 
from elegant Primitivo to crisp Verdeca, all reflecting the region's rich viticultural
heritage.

Rivera: Located in the picturesque town of Andria, Rivera is one of the oldest 
wineries in Puglias. They specialize in indigenous grape varieties such as Bombino
Bianco and Nero di Troia, crafting wines that embody the uniquness of the Murgia
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Bianco and Nero di Troia, crafting wines that embody the uniquness of the Murgia
region.

Cantine Botromagno: Nestled among the rolling hills of Gravina in Puglia, Cantine
Botromagno is renowned for its commitment to sustainable viticulture and 
traditional winemaking methods. Their portfolio includes a diverse range of wines, 
from elegant whites to robust reds, all reflecting the authentic flavors of Puglia. St
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Puglia beckons travelers with its 
irresistible blend of history, culture, 
and gastronomy. Whether you're 
wandering through ancient ruins, wandering through ancient ruins, 
soaking up the sun on pristine 
beaches, or indulging in 
mouthwatering cuisine, Puglia 
offers a journey of discovery that is offers a journey of discovery that is 
sure to leave a lasting impression. 
So pack your bags and set out to 
explore this hidden gem of Italy –
you won't be disappointed.

The Gargano peninsula is a promontory 
located in the northern part of Puglia, located in the northern part of Puglia, 
in the province of Foggia. (Puglia is the 
region along the Adriatic coast in the 
“heel of the boot.”) Bathed on 3 sides 
by the Adriatic Sea and encompassing by the Adriatic Sea and encompassing 
Gargano National Park, the peninsula is 
full of pristine nature and historic sites.

















https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/










Ask an Italy Aggie - 12 Questions
Governor James “Rick’ Perry ‘72Governor James “Rick’ Perry ‘72

1. Tell us a little about yourself. Where you grew up, what your interests were, family, pets what you do  
now?
A.  I was born in 1950 in a community called Paint Creek, which was 16 miles from the closest place that
had a post office (Haskell, Texas). I grew up on a dry land Cotton farm the only son of tenant farmers. My
interest were 4-H Club, showing calves, Boy Scouts of which I was an Eagle Scout and attending the
Methodist church.Methodist church.

2 Why did you choose to attend Texas A&M, how did you select your major and why?
A.  My scoutmaster was the class of 1932 from Texas A&M, which was General Rudders Class as well. He 
proselytized all of his scouts to be Aggies. It worked on me. I entered A&M in May 1968.(summer school) 
And then began my freshman year in the corps of cadets in August 1968 (Squadron 6). My course of study 
was pre-veterinary medicine and two semesters and 16 hours of organic chemistry later, it was explained to 
me that I really didn’t want to be a veterinarian. Relieved of having to spend my time studying I spent my me that I really didn’t want to be a veterinarian. Relieved of having to spend my time studying I spent my 
time focused on extracurricular activities. 

3. Why did you choose to serve in the military and why did you select the Air Force?
A.  The Vietnam war was raging, I wanted to do my part and I applied for the officer corps in hopes of 
becoming a United States Air Force pilot. 

4. You were a Yell Leader in college, what was your favorite memory from that experience? 
A.  I was elected, junior and senior yell leader, and apparently excelled exceptionally in that pursuit. My
most memorable recollection of being yell leader was lighting the bonfire in 1971.

5. Have you been to Italy and if so where did you go? 
A.  My first trip to Italy was in 1974 as a C-130 pilot flying into Naples, Sicily and other US Air Force  
Installations in particular camp Darby just south of Pisa in which I got to see the famous leaning tower of Installations in particular camp Darby just south of Pisa in which I got to see the famous leaning tower of 
Pisa and had my first Italian meal that I had no idea what I had ordered! 

6. What have been the best memory of your visit(s) to Italy?
A. Over the years, I have had the  great privilege to visiting the Vatican and meeting Pope Benedict touring
all of the facilities, including seeing Saint peters bones at his burial site beneath Saint peters basilica. Anita, 
my wife and I have traveled to Italy multiple times to Lake Como and to the Italian Grand Prix and driven on
the Ferrari race track. We’ve also vacation at Lucca and sienna and dearly love Tuscany.the Ferrari race track. We’ve also vacation at Lucca and sienna and dearly love Tuscany.

7. What is your favorite Italian restaurant
and your go to meal of choice?
A. Dai Toscani ,in Rome. My favorite 
Italian meal is almost any pasta, so the 
right answer is yes!

Governor Perry and his wife 
Anita with the owners of their 
favorite Italian restaurant in 
Rome - Dai Toscani.



8. If you were in a room with everyone you have ever met, who would be the one person you would  
look for and why? 
A.  My father he was my mentor and my best friend he died in April 2017. I still miss him greatly.

9. What is something you think everyone should do at least once in their lives? 
A.  Everyone should climb a 14er (14K’ peak).

10. If you were given a box of everything you ever lost, what would be the first thing you look for and hope to 
find?

A.  My original ‘72 Aggie ring that was lost on the farm in 1977.

11. What is the most important lesson you’ve learned over your career? 
A.  Advice given to me often by my mother. “Make a friend everywhere you go.”

12. Take Sides – with this question you have to choose your preference between the following dichotomies. The 
Bold and maroon colored are Governor Perry’s ‘72 selections:

 Charcoal or Gas Grilling?
 Aggie Baseball or Aggie Football? Currently
 Bar-B-Que or TexMex? Truth Bar-B-Que…Aggie owned! Whoop!
 Gelato or Blue Bell?

Gov. Perry Final Review – ‘72

 Gelato or Blue Bell?
 Wine Tasting or Brewery tour? Shiner Bock
 Summer Vacation or Winter Holiday?
 Classic Rock or Country Music?
 What’s worse: Laundry or Dishes?
 Form or Function?
 When sleeping: Fan or No Fan?

Soup or Sandwich? Soup or Sandwich?
 Ask for Permission or Ask for Forgiveness? Both
 Romantic Restaurant or Hole in the Wall Restaurant?
 Ice Cream Cone or Snow Cone?
 Pizza or Pasta?
 Gruene Hall or Dixie Chicken?
 Work Hard or Play Hard?

Assembling the t.u. 
 Work Hard or Play Hard?
 Star Wars or Star Trek?
 Indiana Jones or Jason Bourne?
 Fish n Chips or Sushi?
 Whataburger or Buc-ee's?
 Red or White Wine?

Gov. Perry building Bonfire –

Assembling the t.u. 
frat house atop 
Bonfire – ‘71

Gov. Perry building Bonfire –
‘71

Gov. Perry lighting 
Bonfire – ‘71



Aggie Sports Update
Grottle, Smoot Named McWhorter 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year Nominees

The scholarship has been presented by 
the SEC since 1986 to the league's top 
male and female scholar-athletes. 

Click for more information

No. 1 Aggies Record 100th Home Run, 
Defeat Tarleton, 10-6

The top-ranked Texas A&M baseball team The top-ranked Texas A&M baseball team 
continues to impress

Click for more information

Athletics Honors Student-Athletes at Athletics Honors Student-Athletes at 
2024 Legacy Awards

Soaring to new heights!

Click for more information

FOOTBALL: Maroon Defeats White, 24-10 to close SpringPratice
GOLF (W): Women’s Golf Garners Four All-SEC Selections’
TENNIS (M): Perot, Roddick Earn All-SEC First Team Recognition
SOFTBALL: Kennedy Named USA Softball Player of the Year Top 26 Finalist

Aggie Band Performing at Half Time  Block T Formation – Kyle Field

SOFTBALL: Kennedy Named USA Softball Player of the Year Top 26 Finalist
GOLF (M): Aggies Headed to Stanford Regional
TENNIS (W): Texas A&M Earns No. 13 Seed Entering NCAA Tournament
TRACK AND FIELD: Aggies Claim Two Titles on Final Day of Penn Relays

https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/25/womens-swimming-and-diving-grottle-smoot-named-mcwhorter-scholar-athlete-of-the-year-nominees
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/30/baseball-no-1-aggies-record-100th-home-run-defeat-tarleton-10-6
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/22/2024-legacy-awards
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/20/maroon-defeats-white-24-10-to-close-spring-practice
https://12thman.com/news/2024/5/1/womens-golf-womens-golf-garners-four-all-sec-selections
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/25/mens-tennis-perot-roddick-earn-all-sec-first-team-recognition
https://12thman.com/news/2024/5/1/kennedy-named-usa-softball-collegiate-player-of-the-year-top-26-finalist
https://12thman.com/news/2024/5/1/mens-golf-aggies-headed-to-stanford-regional
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/29/womens-tennis-texas-am-earns-no-13-seed-entering-ncaa-tournament
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/27/track-and-field-aggies-claim-two-titles-on-final-day-of-penn-relays




Cowboys riding the Texas Range



Cowboy enjoying a Texas sunset

Texas Alamo

https://www.wideopencountry.com/map-shows-countries-fit-inside-texas/
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/zz-top
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/texas/articles/the-story-behind-the-frozen-margarita
https://texashillcountry.com/southside-market-barbeque-texas-institution-135-years-strong/






Project
Date The Italy A&M CLUB 

NEEDS YOUR NEEDS YOUR 
ASSISTANCE

The Italy A&M Club Needs 
• BREAKING NEWS

UPDATE – The Association of Former Students has 
finished helping us with our website! Here’s the link

www.italyags.aggienetwork.com

• News – Extra, Extra Read All About it!

Please feel free to share any photos, news articles, 
announcements, births, graduations, Silver Taps, career 

The Italy A&M Club Needs 
Your Help!

www.italyags.aggienetwork.com
We have down loaded each of our  e-newsletters  
along with other content. I can’t thank them enough 
for the help. In the future we will be adding a 
Facebook page to accompany our Instagram postings. 
These mediums will allow us to post news articles, 
our monthly newsletters, Instagram postings and 
other social media. So everyone is aware our 

announcements, births, graduations, Silver Taps, career 
changes or any other news you would like to share with 
the club. We will find ways to include them in the regular 
updates.

• Logo

We are looking to create our clubs logo and we need other social media. So everyone is aware our 
newsletter reaches out to OVER 1,300 readers each 
month. Thank you all for your contributions to it’s 
success.

• Italy A&M Club Scholarship 

The club is exploring the possibility of establishing a 

We are looking to create our clubs logo and we need 
your help. We need to generate a few ideas for our logo. 
If you have any ideas or thoughts please let me know.

• Recipes

Feel free to submit your favorite recipe(s) to be include 
with the monthly/periodic updates. We would love to The club is exploring the possibility of establishing a 

scholarship program. The scholarship would be 
available to club members who live in Italy but are 
attending Texas A&M, their family members who are 
attending Texas A&M or possibly students who are 
studying abroad from Texas A&M in Italy (semester 
abroad program). 

with the monthly/periodic updates. We would love to 
share them with the group.

• Feedback

Please provide feedback on this format, the content and 
any ideas you may have on ways we can generate 
additional engagement. Please encourage other people 

We are considering hosting a silent auction to help 
raise funds for the scholarship. If you are interested in 
donating to the auction or in the establishment of the 
scholarship please reach out to me directly.

additional engagement. Please encourage other people 
to join the club and to follow us on Instagram.

Contact Information:
Email: rprice.ireland@gmail.comEmail: rprice.ireland@gmail.com
Club email: italyags@aggienetwork.com
Cell: +1(713) 962-5775
WhatsApp: +1(713) 962-5775
Instagram: italy_am_club
Webpage: www.italyags.aggienetwork.com

https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/




Parole Finali
This wraps up the May 2024 e-magazine, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every one of you 

for your continued support and enthusiasm. It's your engagement and passion that truly make our community 
special.

We hope the articles, features, and insights shared in this edition have sparked your curiosity, ignited your  

Parole Finali

We hope the articles, features, and insights shared in this edition have sparked your curiosity, ignited your  
passion for Italy and for Texas A&M, if it also sparked  your wanderlust that makes s happy as well. From 
exploring the traditions of Italy to savoring its culinary delights and uncovering historical legacies, there's 
always something new to discover within the pages of our e-magazine.

As we bid farewell to May and eagerly anticipate the arrival of June, we look forward to bringing you another 
exciting edition filled with captivating content, enriching experiences, and opportunities to connect with fellow 
club members.club members.

In the meantime, we encourage you to stay engaged with our club community, whether through our events, 
social media channels, or by simply reaching out to fellow members. Your active participation is what makes 
our club thrive.

Thank you once again for being a valued member of the Italy A&M Club. Here's to the adventures that await us 
in the coming months!in the coming months!
Warm regards,

Thanks and Gig’em!

Ryan ‘91

P.S. Be sure to 
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P.S. Be sure to 
follow us on Instagram at: Italy_am_club
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https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/

