










Texas A&M Campus 
Remembered

Memorial students center
Memorial Students Center  (1951) commonly referred to as the MSC. The idea to build 

the MSC came about in the aftermath of the world wars. Former students sought to create a 
memorial to honor all of the Aggies who lost their lives in battle, while the current students 
wanted a student center. The solution was to build the dual-purpose MSC, which was 
dedicated on Muster day — April 21, 1951 — to all Aggies who had made the ultimate 
sacrifice in wars past, and to all who would do so in the future. In front of the MSC, 70 trees 
surround Simpson Drill Field to honor the 70 Aggies who died in World War I. Inside the 
Honor entrance of the MSC stands the Aggies Lost in Service memorial that lists names of 
Aggies who have made the ultimate sacrifice since World War II. The Hall of Honor also 
memorializes eight brave Aggies who received the Congressional Medal of Honor for their 
distinguished acts of valor. The MSC also houses three art galleries, many eateries, a 
bookstore, piano practice rooms and The Flag Room. The Flag Room is a place where 
students gather to study, meet friends, have meetings or just take a nap between classes.
Since the MSC is a living memorial, those entering the building are asked to remove their 
hats. Those walking outside are asked not to walk on the grass surrounding the facility, also 
as a sign of respect to fallen Aggies.





Texas A&M Astrophysicist Named To 
European Space Agency-NASA Science Team
Dr. Krista Smith will join fellow scientists in support of the LISA mission, an 
extraordinary effort to study gravitational waves in space.

Dr. Krista Lynne Smith, an associate professor in 

the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Texas 
A&M University, has been selected by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
Astrophysics Division to serve on the joint European 
Space Agency (ESA)-NASA Science Team for the
Laser Interferometer Space Antenna (LISA) mission, 
which is set to begin searching for gravitational wave 
signatures in space within the next decade.

Smith, an observational astrophysicist who studies 
supermassive black holes, is one of six U.S. scientists 
announced June 24 as members of the LISA Science Team tasked with providing scientific stewardship for the 
mission while also serving as ambassadors between the agencies and the scientific community.

According to NASA, Smith and her fellow US representatives will join 11 European scientists selected by ESA 
through an open call along with two interdisciplinary scientists and a representative from the LISA Consortium 
to the LISA Science Team. The team will be co-chaired by the ESA and NASA LISA Project Scientists. The full 
membership of the team will be announced by ESA later this summer.

The LISA mission was recently adopted into ESA’s flight program and is targeted for launch in 2035. The 
ambitious space-based gravitational wave observatory will detect gravitational waves in space using lasers 
fired between three spacecraft, separated by more than a million miles and flying in a triangular formation, to 
measure how gravitational waves alter their relative distances. During its 4.5 year nominal mission, LISA will 
observe gravitational waves in the millihertz band as generated by compact binary systems, merging 
supermassive black holes and other exotic phenomena.

Smith joined the Texas A&M faculty in fall 2023 and is a member of the George P. and Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Institute for Fundamental Physics and Astronomy. She earned her Ph.D. in astronomy in 2017 at the University 
of Maryland as a NASA Earth and Space Sciences Fellow, then completed a three-year Einstein Postdoctoral 
Fellowship at Stanford University’s Kavli Institute for Particle Astrophysics and Cosmology prior to beginning 
her independent academic career as an assistant professor of physics at Southern Methodist University in 
2020.

Born and raised in the suburbs of Dallas, Smith first became interested in the confluence of extreme physics 
across all wavebands in the central regions of active galaxies as an undergraduate student at the University of 
Texas at Austin, where she made her first major foray into optical spectroscopy and database analysis working 
with the huge active galactic nuclei (AGN) sample in the Sloan Digital Sky Survey. Her current research focuses 
on the behavior of energy and matter around supermassive black holes, time domain observations of black 
hole accretion disks and jets, the search for binary AGN and the effect of AGN on their host galaxies.

To  read the entire article click here. To learn more about the LISA mission click this link.

https://lisa.nasa.gov/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/07/01/texas-am-astrophysicist-named-to-european-space-agency-nasa-science-team/
https://lisa.nasa.gov/


Fightin’ Texas Aggie To Soaring Blue Angel
Former Texas A&M cadet James W. Perkins ’13 is living his childhood dream as a member 
of the Navy's elite flight squadron.

As Temperatures Rise, So Does 
Risk For Heat-Related Illness
Sun protection, hydration and shade are key to staying safe 
as temperatures hit dangerous highs.

As we get further into summer heat and humidity will impact

millions of people. When the temperatures rise and humidity 
increases, so does the heat index, which is how hot it feels to the human body—and that raises the risk of 
developing a heat-related injury.

Dr. Gabriel Neal, clinical professor and head of primary care and rural medicine at Texas A&M University School 
of Medicine, provides advice for staying safe during the summer months.

To read more about ways to stay safe during the hot summer click here.

Dreams of soaring through the skies often begin in 

childhood, but few have the determination to make them a 
reality.

James W. Perkins ’13, also known as Wesley, was born in 
Pordenone, Italy, into a military family. Thanks to his father’s 
extensive military career, Perkins had aviation in his blood 
from the beginning. After calling various places home, Perkins’ 
family eventually settled down in Texas when he was ten. 

Back in the States, he remained captivated by the roar of jet engines and the thrill of air shows, brewing the 
passion of becoming a Blue Angel.

“I always wanted to be a Blue Angel; it has been my childhood dream of mine,” Perkins said.

When it came time to choose a college, Perkins knew he needed a place that could turn his dreams into reality. 
Texas A&M University, with its robust ROTC program, became his launch pad. The decision was strategic: Texas 
A&M offered one of the highest success rates for commissioning naval aviators.

Life at Texas A&M was a whirlwind of academic rigor and discipline. As an ocean engineering major and 
member of the Corps of Cadets, he was constantly balancing priorities. “I did a lot of growing up there,” he 
said. His busy schedule taught him the importance of time management and striving for excellence — all of 
which would serve him in his journey to become a Blue Angel pilot.

To  read more about how Perkins ‘13 became a member of the elite Blue Angel’s click here.

https://today.tamu.edu/2024/07/05/fightin-texas-aggie-to-soaring-blue-angel/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/07/12/as-temperatures-rise-so-does-risk-for-heat-related-illness/
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The Enchanting 
Allure of 
Sardinia: A 
Journey 
Through Italy’s 
Hidden Gem











https://www.tasteatlas.com/bitto






https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/




















Aggie Sports Update

Aggie Band Performing at Half Time  Block T Formation – Kyle Field

24 Aggies Competing in Paris 2024 
Olympics

The athletes and coaches consist of 
current and former students and 
represent at least eight different 
countries. 

Click for more information
Two-Time Texas A&M All-American Tony 
Franklin Named to SWC Hall of Fame

Franklin will be inducted into the 
Southwest Conference Hall of Fame on 
August 13 at the Texas Sports Hall of 
Fame.

Click for more information

Texas A&M Names Michael Earley as 
Head Baseball Coach

Michael Earley, former Texas A&M hitting 
coach, has been named the 21st head 
baseball coach at Texas A&M.

Click for more information

GENERAL: TAMU Lands Record 101 Aggies on 1st SEC Academic Honor Roll
FOOTBALL: Three Aggies Earn Preseason All-SEC Accolades
VOLLEYBALL: TAMU Head Coach Morrison Leads USA U19s to NORCECA Title
SWIMMING & DIVING: Eight Aggies Set for Competition at Paris Games
SOCCER (W): ‘Aggie Soccer Hour’ Returns August 20 at Rudy’s BBQ
FOOTBALL: Texas A&M Football Season Tickets Sold Out for 2024
EQUESTRIAN: Equestrian Announces 2024-25 Schedule

https://www.aggienetwork.com/news/161518/24-aggies-competing-in-2024-paris-olympics/
https://247sports.com/college/texas-am/article/former-texas-a-m-aggies-kicker-tony-franklin-to-be-inducted-into-southwest-conference-hall-of-fame-234163090/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/07/09/texas-am-names-michael-earley-new-head-baseball-coach/
https://12thman.com/news/2024/7/10/center-for-student-athlete-services-texas-am-lands-record-101-aggies-on-first-year-sec-academic-honor-roll
https://12thman.com/news/2024/7/19/football-three-aggies-earn-preseason-all-sec-accolades
https://12thman.com/news/2023/8/11/volleyball-morrison-leads-usa-u19s-to-fivb-world-championships-title
https://12thman.com/news/2024/7/26/swimming-and-diving-eight-aggies-set-for-competition-at-paris-games
https://12thman.com/news/2023/8/2/-aggie-soccer-hour-returns-august-15-at-rudys-bbq
https://12thman.com/news/2024/6/28/texas-am-football-season-tickets-sold-out-for-2024
https://12thman.com/news/2024/7/22/equestrian-announces-2024-25-schedule
















Cowboys riding the Texas RangeCorpus Christ Bay, Texas



Texas Alamo

Cowboy enjoying a Texas sunset

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Padre_Island
https://newsite.watermelonthump.com/history/
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/hughes-howard-robard-jr
https://www.carparts.com/blog/states-with-the-most-interstate-highways-and-other-facts-about-interstates/


Project
Date

• BREAKING NEWS

UPDATE – The Association of Former Students has 
finished helping us with our website! Here’s the link

www.italyags.aggienetwork.com
We have down loaded each of our e-newsletters  
along with other content. I can’t thank them enough 
for the help. In the future we will be adding a 
Facebook page to accompany our Instagram postings. 
These mediums will allow us to post news articles, 
our monthly newsletters, Instagram postings and 
other social media. So everyone is aware our 
newsletter reaches out to OVER 1,400 readers each 
month. Thank you all for your contributions to it’s 
success.

• Italy A&M Club Scholarship 

The club is exploring the possibility of establishing a 
scholarship program. The scholarship would be 
available to club members who live in Italy but are 
attending Texas A&M, their family members who are 
attending Texas A&M or possibly students who are 
studying abroad from Texas A&M in Italy (semester 
abroad program). 

We are considering hosting a silent auction to help 
raise funds for the scholarship. If you are interested in 
donating to the auction or in the establishment of the 
scholarship please reach out to me directly.

The Italy A&M CLUB 
NEEDS YOUR 

ASSISTANCE

• News – Extra, Extra Read All About it!

Please feel free to share any photos, news articles, 
announcements, births, graduations, Silver Taps, career 
changes or any other news you would like to share with 
the club. We will find ways to include them in the regular 
updates.

• Logo

We are looking to create our clubs logo and we need 
your help. We need to generate a few ideas for our logo. 
If you have any ideas or thoughts please let me know.

• Recipes

Feel free to submit your favorite recipe(s) to be include 
with the monthly/periodic updates. We would love to 
share them with the group.

• Feedback

Please provide feedback on this format, the content and 
any ideas you may have on ways we can generate 
additional engagement. Please encourage other people 
to join the club and to follow us on Instagram.

Contact Information:
Email: rprice.ireland@gmail.com
Club email: italyags@aggienetwork.com
Cell: +1(713) 962-5775
WhatsApp: +1(713) 962-5775
Instagram: italy_am_club
Webpage: www.italyags.aggienetwork.com

The Italy A&M Club Needs 
Your Help!

http://www.italyags.aggienetwork.com/
mailto:rprice.ireland@gmail.com
mailto:italyags@aggienetwork.com
http://www.italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/


A view of the wonderful Pink Beach in Costa Smeralda, Sardinia, Italy.

https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/
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