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Foggy day in Lucca – February 2018



Ciao a tuti! & Howdy Ags!
A

Ciao a tuti! & Howdy Ags!
As April dawns upon us with its promise of new beginnings and blooming 

possibilities, it is with great pleasure that I extend a warm welcome to each of you to the 
April edition of our e-magazine. In this season of renewal and awakening, we find 
ourselves surrounded by the boundless beauty of nature and the ever-present spirit of 
camaraderie that defines our club.

As we embrace the changing landscapes and vibrant hues that this month brings, let us 
also take a moment to celebrate the bonds of friendship and shared experiences that 
unite us as Aggies. Whether through lively conversations over a glass of wine or the 
shared excitement of our upcoming Muster, its our collective spirit that truly makes our 
club a beacon of warmth and hospitality.

With spring upon us we take a look at Baseball in Italy. Come along as we explore the 
region of Umbria, a wonderful recipe for Creamy Tortellini Soup and a Strawberry 
Rhubarb Pie. We take a look at Wildflowers in Italy and not just in springtime, Aggie Rhubarb Pie. We take a look at Wildflowers in Italy and not just in springtime, Aggie 
Muster History,  and get to know two Aggies who have gone before us but are not 
forgotten in our Roll Call Stories. We hope as many club and family members, former 
and current students, and friends of Texas A&M can join us for our clubs Muster on 
April 20, 2024 in Florence.

Additionally, we have a Campus and Aggie Sports Update and a few other Texas Tidbits 
along the way.

We hope you enjoy the format and if you have any questions let us know. Take
a moment to give us feedback on our periodic updates and be sure to
download the material. Over time the issues will roll off and not be

available for review.

Thanks, Ciao and Gig’em!

Ryan ’91Ryan ’91





Texas A&M Campus Texas A&M Campus 
Remembered

YMCA BuildingYMCA Building
YMCA Building (1914) was designed by architect S.J. Fountain, for the Young 

Men’s Christian Association and is significant for its use of materials and excellence in 
detailing. The building was financed by funds donated by students, former students 
and the John D. Rockefeller Foundation. It served as the student center until 1950. 
Originally a two-story brick building with a basement, a third floor and two semi-Originally a two-story brick building with a basement, a third floor and two semi-
circular rooms were added in the 1920’s. Four limestone Doric columns and an 
entablature mark the main floor. The rear of the building contained a chapel, which 
was lost to the construction of offices, as was the basement bowling alley and pool.





Texas Wildlife Feel Impact Of 
State’s Largest Wildfire

Texas A&M AgriLife experts are focusing on landscape response and wildlife 
resiliency following the Panhandle fires.resiliency following the Panhandle fires.

Humans and domestic animals 

weren’t the only residents facing 
danger and displacement as flames 
roared across the Panhandle. Wildlife
populations were also affected by populations were also affected by 
the recent historic wildfires.

However, Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service experts are 
optimistic on recovery, focusing on 
the long-term positive ecological response following fire that benefits wildlife.

“This is an unprecedented event with a widespread impact on wildlife habitat and food availability,” said Dr. Jacob 
Dykes, AgriLife Extension wildlife specialist, Corpus Christi. “When we typically discuss the positive impacts of fire on Dykes, AgriLife Extension wildlife specialist, Corpus Christi. “When we typically discuss the positive impacts of fire on 
wildlife and their habitat, we focus on smaller, controlled burns.”
It is important to recognize that native wildlife and vegetation have evolved alongside fire for millennia, said Dykes, 
also an assistant professor in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Department of Rangeland, Wildlife and 
Fisheries Management.

Historically, these fires were caused by lightning strikes and other natural events.

To read more about the wildfire impacts click here.

Making AI Safer: Texas A&M Joins 
National Consortium
Members include Amazon, Apple, Adobe, Intel, Google, 
Meta, Microsoft and OpenAI (creator of ChatGPT), plus 

To read more about the wildfire impacts click here.

Meta, Microsoft and OpenAI (creator of ChatGPT), plus 
Johns Hopkins, MIT and Stanford.

Texas A&M University will join more than 200 major 

corporations, academic institutions, nonprofit groups and federal

agencies in a national effort to improve the safety and reliability of artificial intelligence (AI), the Division of Research
announced today.

The U.S. Department of Commerce, through its National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), selected Texas 
A&M as an initial member of the new Artificial Intelligence Safety Institute Consortium (AISIC). Members include tech 
giants Amazon, Apple, Adobe, Intel, Google, Meta and Microsoft, as well as OpenAI (creator of ChatGPT); research 
institutes such as The Johns Hopkins University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Stanford University; and the 
nonprofit Linux Foundation.

To read more about the complete article and learn more about the future of AI click  here.

https://today.tamu.edu/2024/03/18/texas-wildlife-feel-impact-of-states-largest-wildfire/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/02/28/making-ai-safer-texas-am-joins-national-consortium/


.
George Strait To Perform At Kyle Field On June 15

Tickets go on sale to the general public March 28 for the show that also includes 
Parker McCollum and Catie Offerman.

Country music superstar George Strait will perform in concert at Texas A&M University’s Kyle Field on June 15.

Strait, known as the King of Country Music, will be joined for the in-the-round performance by Parker 
McCollum and Catie Offerman. The show, being called The King at Kyle Field, will be Strait’s only Texas concert for 2024.
Since his Cowboy Rides Away Tour in 2014, Strait has performed a limited number of concerts outside of his Strait to 
Vegas shows at T-Mobile Arena. In addition to the Kyle Field performance, Strait has nine concerts with Chris 
Stapleton scheduled for 2024, starting with Indianapolis on May 4. Other cities on the stadium tour include Chicago, 

Parker McCollum and Catie Offerman.

Stapleton scheduled for 2024, starting with Indianapolis on May 4. Other cities on the stadium tour include Chicago, 
Detroit and Charlotte, North Carolina.

Strait has sold more than 105 million albums and has 60 
No. 1 singles over his career. He was inducted into the 
Country Music Hall of Fame in 2006.

Tickets for the Kyle Field performance went on sale to the 
general public on March 28 at 10 a.m. at thekingatkyle.com. 
American Express cardholders could purchase tickets American Express cardholders could purchase tickets 
beginning March 22 at 10 a.m.

The announcement comes one week after the Mexican 
national men’s soccer team announced Kyle Field would be included in its annual five-city U.S. tour in 2024. Tickets for 
the June 8 match against Brazil go on sale April 5 at somoslocales.com.

To read  the full article click here.

Springtime Bliss: Keeping Your Pets Safe From Poisonous Plants
With Springtime comes a few dangers, a Texas A&M veterinarian reminds us that lilies, as well as 
other springtime plants, are toxic to pets.

Spring brings a burst of color and new life to our surroundings, but the Spring brings a burst of color and new life to our surroundings, but the 

very things that make spring so vibrant can pose serious threats to our 
beloved pets.

Dr. Murl Bailey, a senior professor at the Texas A&M School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, provides valuable insights into 
common poisonous plants pet owners should be mindful of, whether 
indoors or outdoors, during the spring season.

To contact or follow the 

Italy A&M Club

WhatsApp:
Email:
Instagram:

+1 (713) 962-5775
italyags@aggienetwork.com

italy_am_club

To read  the full article click here.

https://today.tamu.edu/2024/03/19/george-strait-to-perform-at-kyle-field-on-june-15/
https://12thman.com/feature/the-king-at-kyle
https://www.somoslocales.com/
https://today.tamu.edu/2024/03/14/springtime-bliss-keeping-your-pets-safe-from-poisonous-plants/#:~:text=Springtime%20Bliss%3A%20Keeping%20Your%20Pets%20Safe%20From%20Poisonous,...%203%20Mushrooms%20...%204%20Blue-Green%20Algae%20
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/
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Harry and his plane

Harry in the ready room in  before one of his missions. He’s the second from the right. - 1943
Harry’s 2nd FS patch

Harry and his plane

Harry during WWII

Spitfires on the line at Serragia Airfiled in Corsica France - 1944



Wreath placed at the Tablets of the Missing , Florence American Cemetery - April 21, 2023 – Italy A&M Club Muster
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Aggie baseball game with family.

Sam and his parents before the LSU game.

Tailgating with Parents and Grandparents.

















https://www.abmc.gov/Sicily-Rome








Unveiling the Charms of 
Umbria: Umbria: 

Italy's Green HeartItaly's Green Heart
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Situated in the heart of Italy, Umbria beckons travelers with its lush landscapes, medieval hilltop towns, and 

rich cultural heritage. Often overshadowed by its more famous neighbor, Tuscany, Umbria offers a tranquil 

Umbria
rich cultural heritage. Often overshadowed by its more famous neighbor, Tuscany, Umbria offers a tranquil 
retreat away from the crowds while enchanting visitors with its hidden gems, delectable cuisine, and timeless 
beauty.

Unveiling Umbria's Sights & Iconic Landmarks

Assisi: Home to the stunning Basilica of St. Francis, Assisi is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a spiritual 
center. Explore the winding streets of the medieval town, visit the Basilica, and soak in panoramic views of the center. Explore the winding streets of the medieval town, visit the Basilica, and soak in panoramic views of the 
Umbrian countryside.

Perugia: The vibrant capital of Umbria, Perugia is renowned for its well-preserved medieval architecture, art 
galleries, and chocolate. Don't miss the Palazzo dei Priori, the National Gallery of Umbria, and the annual 
Eurochocolate festival.

Orvieto: Perched atop a volcanic rock, Orvieto is a charming hill town known for its magnificent Duomo, 
intricate frescoes, and underground tunnels. Take a guided tour of the Orvieto Underground to delve into its intricate frescoes, and underground tunnels. Take a guided tour of the Orvieto Underground to delve into its 
fascinating history.

Spello: Often overlooked by tourists, Spello is a picturesque hill town adorned with colorful flowers, narrow 
alleyways, and medieval churches. Wander through its charming streets, visit the Baglioni Chapel to see 
Pinturicchio's frescoes, and enjoy amazing views of the surrounding countryside.

Montefalco: Known as the "Balcony of Umbria," Montefalco offers panoramic vistas of the Umbrian valley and 
is renowned for its Sagrantino wine. Explore the town's medieval walls, visit the Church of San Francesco to is renowned for its Sagrantino wine. Explore the town's medieval walls, visit the Church of San Francesco to 
admire Benozzo Gozzoli's frescoes, and indulge in wine tasting at local vineyards.

Gubbio: Steeped in history, Gubbio is a medieval town characterized by its well-preserved architecture and 
Roman ruins. Ride the funicular to the top of Mount Ingino for sweeping views, explore the Palazzo dei
Consoli, and experience the traditional Corsa dei Ceri festival.
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Spring time Splendor

As winter loosens its grip, the rolling hills and valleys of Umbria become adorned with rolling green hills 

and vibrant wildflowers, creating a breathtaking mosaic of hues. The Fioritura, a spectacular blooming 
phenomenon, transforms the landscape into a veritable canvas of life, with delicate poppies, golden daisies, 
and purple lavender carpeting the fields. Against the backdrop of ancient olive groves and medieval hilltop and purple lavender carpeting the fields. Against the backdrop of ancient olive groves and medieval hilltop 
towns, the Fioritura of Umbria is a sight to behold, evoking a sense of wonder and reverence for the natural 
world.

Moreover, springtime in Umbria heralds a season of cultural festivities and traditions that breathe new life into 
the region's historic towns and villages. From the solemn processions of Easter in Assisi to the lively street 
festivals in Perugia, the air is filled with the sound of church bells, folk music, and laughter. As locals and 
visitors alike gather to celebrate the arrival of spring, the spirit of camaraderie and joy permeates the 
atmosphere, fostering a sense of community and belonging.atmosphere, fostering a sense of community and belonging.

Moreover, spring is a time of culinary abundance in Umbria, with the season's fresh produce inspiring a 
plethora of mouthwatering dishes. Asparagus, fava beans, and artichokes grace the tables of local trattorias
and osterias, offering a taste of the region's rustic yet refined cuisine. From earthy risottos to delicate 
primavera pastas, Umbrian chefs showcase the bounty of the season, infusing traditional recipes with seasonal 
ingredients and culinary creativity.

Amidst this natural beauty and cultural vibrancy, spring and summer in Umbria offers abundant opportunities Amidst this natural beauty and cultural vibrancy, spring and summer in Umbria offers abundant opportunities 
for outdoor exploration and leisure pursuits. Hiking trails beckon adventurers to discover hidden valleys and 
panoramic vistas, while tranquil lakes provide a serene backdrop for boating and picnicking. Whether 
wandering through blooming vineyards, indulging in alfresco dining, or simply basking in the warm sunshine, 
spring in Umbria is a time of renewal and rejuvenation, inviting travelers to embrace the splendor of the 
season in all its glory.
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In addition to the mesmerizing floral spectacle,  Umbria is also marked by rich cultural traditions and 

festivities. As Easter approaches, the towns and villages of Umbria come alive with religious processions, 
ancient rituals, and vibrant celebrations. 

In Assisi, the birthplace of St. Francis, pilgrims and visitors gather to pay homage to the patron saint of Italy, 
participating in solemn ceremonies and witnessing the splendor of the Basilica di San Francesco illuminated by 
the soft spring sunlight.

Pull up a chair for foods in Umbria that should not be missed

Torta al Testo: A traditional Umbrian flatbread made with flour, water, and salt, cooked on a terracotta griddle 
and typically served with cured meats, cheeses, or vegetables.

Strangozzi al Tartufo: Hand-rolled pasta served with a rich truffle sauce, a delicacy that showcases Umbria's
bounty of truffles.bounty of truffles.

Porchetta: Slow-roasted, savory pork seasoned with garlic, rosemary, and fennel, a flavorful specialty found at 
local markets and festivals throughout Umbria. 

Summertime Serenity 

As the sun climbs high in the azure sky and the gentle breeze carries the scent of lavender and olive groves, 
Umbria unveils its summertime serenity, offering travelers an array of enchanting experiences to savor under Umbria unveils its summertime serenity, offering travelers an array of enchanting experiences to savor under 
the warm Mediterranean sun. From leisurely days spent lounging by tranquil lakes to vibrant cultural events 
that animate historic towns, Umbria beckons visitors to embrace the season's tranquility and vibrancy.

One of the quintessential summertime activities in Umbria is to seek refuge by the shimmering waters of its 
picturesque lakes. Lake Trasimeno, Italy's fourth-largest lake, provides an idyllic setting for swimming, 
sunbathing, and water sports. Visitors can rent paddle boats or kayaks to explore the tranquil waters, or simply 
unwind on the sandy shores, taking in panoramic views of the surrounding hills and islands.



Top photo: Castelluccio, Umbria wildflower fields.
Bottom photo: Narrow flower covered street in Spello, Italy



Saint Martin Cathedral – Lucca, Italy
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Aggie Sports Update
Trev Alberts Introduced as Director of 
Athletics

Texas A&M President Mark A. Welsh III has Texas A&M President Mark A. Welsh III has 
named Trev Alberts as his new director of 
athletics

Click for more information

Mexico and Brazil Set to Face Off in First Mexico and Brazil Set to Face Off in First 
International Soccer Match at Kyle Field

Texas A&M's Kyle Field is set to make history this 
summer as the men's national soccer teams for 
Mexico and Brazil will face off on June 8 at the 
historic venue.

Click for more information

Aggies Drop Overtime Thriller to Cougars 
in NCAA Second Round

The Texas A&M men's basketball team erased a 
double-digit deficit to force overtime but double-digit deficit to force overtime but 
dropped a hard-fought 100-95 decision to the 
top-seeded Houston Cougars to end its 2023-24 
season

Click for more information

BASKETBALL (W): Lady Aggies Nearly Erases 17-Point Deficit – NCAA Tour.
VOLLEYBALL: Texas A&M Volleyball Team European Trip – Including Italy
FOOTBALL: Texas A&M’s 2025 SEC Opponents Announced
FOOTBALL: Watch: Spring Football Weekly Press Conference

Aggie Band Performing at Half Time  Block T Formation – Kyle Field

FOOTBALL: Watch: Spring Football Weekly Press Conference
BASEBALL: Texas A&M baseball continues to rise in the polls. 
BASKETBALL (M): Texas A&M Legend Alex Caruso has a career night for the 
Chicago Bulls

https://12thman.com/news/2024/3/18/trev-alberts-introduced-as-director-of-athletics
https://12thman.com/news/2024/3/12/general-mexico-and-brazil-set-to-face-off-in-first-international-soccer-match-at-kyle-field
https://12thman.com/news/2024/3/24/mens-basketball-aggies-trail-heading-into-halftime-in-memphis
https://12thman.com/news/2024/3/23/womens-basketball-womens-basketball-nearly-erases-17-point-deficit-ends-season-in-ncaa-tournament
https://12thman.com/news/2024/2/28/texas-am-volleyball-announces-2024-european-tour
https://12thman.com/news/2024/3/20/football-texas-ams-2025-sec-opponents-announced
https://12thman.com/news/2024/4/3/watch-spring-football-weekly-press-conference
https://aggieswire.usatoday.com/2024/04/01/texas-aggies-baseball-braden-montgomery-usa-today-sports-coaches-poll/
https://aggieswire.usatoday.com/lists/watch-alex-caruso-has-a-career-night-for-the-chicago-bulls/
https://aggieswire.usatoday.com/lists/watch-alex-caruso-has-a-career-night-for-the-chicago-bulls/




Cowboys riding the Texas Range



Cowboy enjoying a Texas sunset

Texas Alamo

https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/ferguson-miriam-amanda-wallace-ma
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/gonzales-battle-of
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/sam-houston-elected-as-president-of-texas
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/audie-murphy-facts.html


Project
Date The Italy A&M CLUB 

NEEDS YOUR 
ASSISTANCE

The Italy A&M Club Needs 
Your Help!• BREAKING NEWS

UPDATE – The Association of Former Students has 
finished helping us with our website! Here’s the link

www.italyags.aggienetwork.com
We have down loaded each of our  e-newsletters  
along with other content. I can’t thank them enough 
for the help. In the future we will be adding a 

• News – Extra, Extra Read All About it!

Please feel free to share any photos, news articles, 
announcements, births, graduations, Silver Taps, career 
changes or any other news you would like to share with 
the club. We will find ways to include them in the regular 
updates.

Your Help!

for the help. In the future we will be adding a 
Facebook page to accompany our Instagram postings. 
These mediums will allow us to post news articles, 
our monthly newsletters, Instagram postings and 
other social media. So everyone is aware our 
newsletter reaches out to OVER 1,300 readers each 
month. Thank you all for your contributions to it’s 
success.

updates.

• Logo

We are looking to create our clubs logo and we need 
your help. We need to generate a few ideas for our logo. 
If you have any ideas or thoughts please let me know.

• Recipes
• Italy A&M Club Scholarship 

The club is exploring the possibility of establishing a 
scholarship program. The scholarship would be 
available to club members who live in Italy but are 
attending Texas A&M, their family members who are 
attending Texas A&M or possibly students who are 
studying abroad from Texas A&M in Italy (semester 

• Recipes

Feel free to submit your favorite recipe(s) to be include 
with the monthly/periodic updates. We would love to 
share them with the group.

• Feedback

Please provide feedback on this format, the content and studying abroad from Texas A&M in Italy (semester 
abroad program). 

We are considering hosting a silent auction to help 
raise funds for the scholarship. If you are interested in 
donating to the auction or in the establishment of the 
scholarship please reach out to me directly.

Please provide feedback on this format, the content and 
any ideas you may have on ways we can generate 
additional engagement. Please encourage other people 
to join the club and to follow us on Instagram.

Contact Information:
Email: rprice.ireland@gmail.com
Club email: italyags@aggienetwork.com
Cell: +1(713) 962-5775
WhatsApp: +1(713) 962-5775
Instagram: italy_am_club
Webpage: www.italyags.aggienetwork.com

https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://italyags.aggienetwork.com/
https://www.instagram.com/italy_am_club/


Parole Finali
As April gently slips away, I find myself reflecting on the 

moments of beauty, connection, and discovery that have colored 
this month with each of us. From the blossoming of spring flowers to 
the shared laughter of gatherings among friends,  both old and new 
at our Aggie Muster, it has been a time of joy and renewal for us all.

Parole Finali

at our Aggie Muster, it has been a time of joy and renewal for us all.

In this month's edition, we sought to capture the essence of April's 
magic through captivating stories, interesting insights and tantalizing 
culinary delights. It has been a privilege to curate these pages and 
to witness the spirit of camaraderie that flourishes among our 
members.

As we turn the page on April and eagerly anticipate the adventures As we turn the page on April and eagerly anticipate the adventures 
that await us in the months ahead, let us carry with us the lessons 
learned and the memories cherished during this fleeting season of 
growth and transformation. May the bonds forged within our time 
in Aggieland continue to serve as a source of strength and 
inspiration, guiding us through the journey of life with grace and 
resilience.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to each and every one of you for 
your unwavering support, enthusiasm, and commitment to making 
the Italy A&M Club the vibrant and dynamic enclave that it is. 
Together, we have woven a tapestry of shared experiences that 
enriches us all, and I am honored to be a part of this remarkable 
journey with you.

As we bid adieu to April and eagerly embrace the possibilities that As we bid adieu to April and eagerly embrace the possibilities that 
lie ahead, may the spirit of fellowship and adventure continue to 
light our way forward.

Thanks, ciao and Gig’em!

Ryan ’91

P.S. Be sure to follow us on Instagram at: Italy_am_club and please P.S. Be sure to follow us on Instagram at: Italy_am_club and please 
visit our web page at www.italyags.aggienetwork.com

Castillo San Angelo Rome– March  2016
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